
THE GATE TO ABUNDANT LIFE 

4 Easter – A May 7, 2017  John 10:1-10   

 

Each year on the Fourth Sunday of Easter we read Psalm 23 

and a portion of the 10th chapter of John’s gospel where 

Jesus tells us “I am the good shepherd.” The only problem 

is that he doesn’t explicitly say that in these first ten verses 

of that chapter—the reading chosen for “Year A” in our 

lectionary reading cycle. We know that he will get to that 

point in the verses that follow; but for today, we hear of Jesus as “gatekeeper.”  I chose the 

illustration for the back page of today’s bulletin because (1) this week’s readings are relatively 

brief compared to a typical week’s readings and (2) because it lifted out that image of Jesus as 

the gate or gatekeeper.  

 

It reminds me a little of games we used to play as kids, sitting in a doorway and demanding a 

“toll” from the unsuspecting little brother. I can’t say I played that game very often, because I 

don’t believe it ever turned out to be lucrative. In fact, it was the perfect set-up for getting 

“tattled on.”   

 

But the image here works for me for this reading, because it says something about Jesus as 

protector, and that’s a nice image to have in our minds, especially on this Good Shepherd 

Sunday. If you noticed, there’s a wolf around the corner in that little picture; so we see Jesus as 

the One standing between the predator and the prey, the sheep and the wolves, or anything else 

that might cause harm. By extension, in that simple image of Jesus as the gate, we picture Jesus 

as our protector—this Good Shepherd watching over his sheep. 

 

“Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I fear no evil; for you are with 

me: your rod and your staff, they comfort me.”  

 

By the time we reach verse 10 in our gospel reading, we hear Jesus telling us the reason he 

remains with us as protector: “I came that they [you] may have life, and have it abundantly.”  

 

A lot of people try to define what “abundant life” is all about. I guess we could all agree that it is 

more about quality, than quantity, of our years.  But I think the Good News tells us even more: 

Because Jesus is on this journey with us, because we are connected—through the Word and 

Sacraments—forever to Christ, there is a freedom in living.  We don’t have to get everything 

right, because Jesus already loves us.  Knowing that is freeing.  Little wonder that people who 

know they have received much are more generous. Notice I say “people who know…” because 

there are plenty of people who appear to be financially successful, yet they are always on a quest 

for more.  Often, people of lesser means can be far more generous, because they feel blessed, and 

they feel compelled to spread those blessings around.  

 

While this could interpreted in dollars and cents, I think the greater abundance comes in the joy 

of living, loving, lifting up, guiding, encouraging and seeing in all of life a celebration and a 

wondrous journey, rather than something to be conquered or merely tolerated. To be sure, there 

are organic reasons (like depression) that are about body chemistry rather than attitude. And 
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there are periods of grief, sadness, and loneliness that we will all face, at times. Knowing you 

belong to Jesus doesn’t automatically insulate us from pain, suffering, emotional or medical 

issues. But it does help us, even when we see and feel that darkest valley staring us in the face, 

because God has placed us in community with one another as visible signs of the presence of the 

Risen One among us.  And church is often a good place (and our reading from Acts 2:43-47) 

reminds us of the value of the gathered community. This is a place where we can see the 

presence of Jesus as we hear the good news, celebrate God’s love, see the faces of loving, caring, 

children of God gathered around the table. Finally, we are sent forth in the world to see just 

where Jesus will meet up with us this week. 

 

When I see the picture of Jesus, the Good Shepherd, sitting in the doorway, I picture Jesus 

reminding us that he is near us; as the gate he places himself between (or better, in the midst of) 

us, his sheep, and all the things that seek to bring us down. The One in that doorway reminds us 

and assures us that the worst things we can imagine will not have the last word over our lives. 

Moreover, nothing can ever separate us from the love of the One who is in our midst. 

 

As members of Christ’s body, the church, we are sent forth to be the face of Jesus to others: to be 

on that threshold, in that doorway, as buffers against hurt and the forces of evil that threaten 

others. God allows us to be living signs to others, just as God sends others to us. 

 

The gate is the door to abundant life and the entry-point to hope. Jesus has told us he is the gate.  

Welcome—all of God’s children who pass through.  Welcome to the fold.  Welcome home.  

Amen. 

 


